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SUBJECT: ROBERT HAWKE COMMENTS ON CURRENT POLITICAL SCENE 

1. HAWKE, FEDERAL PRESIDENT BOTH OF TRADE UNION COUNCIL 
AND LABOR PARTY, TOLD LAB ATT NOVEMBER 13 THAT HE HAD 
REVERSED PREDICTION OF LABOR PARTY DEFEAT MADE SOME TIME 
BACK, AND NOW THOUGHT "BIG WIN" FOR LABOR WAS GOOD 
PROBABILITY. 

2. HAWKE HAD JUST RETURNED FROM CANBERRA WHERE HE HAD 
HURRIEDLY GONE WHEN GOVERNOR GENERAL SACKED LABOR GOVERNMENT 
ON NOVEMBER 11. HAWKE PRESIDED IN CANBERRA AT SERIES OF 

PARTY LEADERSHIP MEETINGS CALLED TO PLAN CAMPAIGN INTO WHICH 
IT HAS BEEN SUDDENLY PLUNGED. 
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3. HAWKE ADMITTED PARTY HARD PRESSED TO EXPAND 
RELATIVELY MODEST PLANS FOR HALF-SENATE ELECTION INTO 
FULL SCALE FIGHT FOR WHOLE PARLIAMENT. HOWEVER, 

IMMEDIATE PLEDGES OF SUPPORT "FROM SURPRISING QUARTERS" 
ENCOURAGED HIS BELIEF THAT LABOR COULD ORGANIZE IN TIME 
FOR WELL FINANCED CAMPAIGN. 

4. LABOR LEADERS HAVE AGREED TO BUILD WHOLE PUBLIC 
EFFORT AROUND SERIES OF RALLIES AND MEETINGS FEATURING 
GOUGH WHITLAM AND HAWKE; SOMETIMES TOGETHER, MORE OFTEN 
IN WIDELY SEPARATED PLACES. HAWKE STARTS NOVEMBER 14 
WITH THREE RALLIES IN BRISBANE; WHITLAM AT SYDNEY 
MEETING SAME NIGHT. 

5. ALTHOUGH LEADER CONSENSUS, INCLUDING WHITLAM, 

FAVORED SINGLE ISSUE CAMPAIGN BASED ON CLAIMED 
CONSTITUTIONAL IRREGULARITIES, HAWKE FEELS PARTY RECORD 
IN EDUCATION, WELFARE, PLUS IMPROVING ECONOMY PROVIDES 
OTHER THEMES. 

6. HAWKE NOTED FOREIGN POLICY IS NOT YET ISSUE AND PARTY 
WILL NOT RAISE IT. THEY WILL RESPOND, HOWEVER, IF FRASER 
FORCES "SAY SOMETHING STUPID." IN THIS CONNECTION, 

HAWKE MENTIONED DR. JIM CAIRNS ATTEMPT TO REVIVE 
"SPIRIT OF VIETNAM MORATORIUM," COMMENTING WRYLY THAT 
FORMER LEADER WAS "FIDDLER WITH ONE STRING." 

7. LABATT RAISED QUESTION OF INCITEMENT OF WORKERS 
DURING LAST FEW DAYS BY COMMUNIST LEADERS IN TRADE UNION 
MOVEMENT. HAWKE SAID HE EXPECTED THEM TO TRY TO EXPLOIT 
SITUATION, BUT FELT HE HAD SUPPORT FROM OVERWHELMING MAJORITY 
WHO WOULD HEED HIS CALL TO STAY AT WORK, EARNING MONEY TO SUPPORT 
PARTY. HE WAS BOYCOTTING ANY MEETING IDENTIFIED AS COMMUNIST 
DOMINATED, INCLUDING MASS RALLY IN MELBOURNE CALLED FOR 
NOVEMBER 14 BY ULTRA LEFT UNIONISTS. 

8. LABATT RECALLED HAWKE GLOOM OVER LABOR ELECTORAL PROSPECTS 
AS RECENTLY AS SIX WEEKS AGO WHEN HE PREDICTED LABOR LOSS OF 
THIRTY SEATS IF ELECTION HELD THEN. HAWKE REPLIED THAT 
ALTHOUGH HE IS "REPUTED AGNOSTIC, SOMEBODY UP THERE" IS LOOKING 
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OUT FOR PARTY. FRASER AND GOVERNOR GENERAL HE CONTENDS, 

HAVE SUCCESSFULLY UNIFIED LABOR PARTY BY PROVIDING ISSUE 
WHICH OVERRIDES PARTY DIFFERENCES AND INTERNECINE STRIFE. 

"EVEN CONNOR, CAMERON, CAIRNS AND OTHERS HIT BY GOUGH" WERE 
SAFELY ON PARTY TEAM AND "WORKING HARD." 

9. HAWKE TOLD LABATT WHITLAM HURT BY GOVERNOR GENERAL 
DISMISSAL, BUT DEPOSED LEADER VERY DETERMINED, AND GENUINELY 
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CONVINCED THAT INSTITUTION OF PARLIAMENT IN DANGER FROM 
"FASCIST FRASER." HAWKE SAYS GOVERNOR GENERAL NOW BEING 
CHARACTERIZED AS "VON HINDENBURG" OF AUSTRALIA. 

10. COMMENT: LABATT FOUND HAWKE VERY QUIET AND WELL 
ORGANIZED AND PLANNING CAREFUL CAMPAIGN, SURROUNDING HIMSELF 
WITH STAFF INSTEAD OF ADOPTING LONE ROLE OF PAST FIGHTS. 

STILL SURE OF HIMSELF, THIS TIME HAWKE IS NOT COCKY EXUBERANT 
OF 1972. HE FEELS RESPONSIBILITY OF HIS UNIQUE LEADERSHIP. 

LABATT OBSERVES THAT WHITLAM NO LONGER HAS GOVERNMENT 
MACHINERY AVAILABLE, AS PARLIAMENTARY SYSTEM NOW 
PLACES THIS CONSIDERABLE FORCE AT DISPOSAL OF CARETAKER 
PRIME MINISTER FRASER. AS HEAD OF TRADE UNIONS AND 
OF PARTY, HAWKE IS AGAIN MOST POWERFUL LEADER IN 
WORKER AND IN POLITICAL LABOR MOVEMENTS. LABATT NOTES 
LABOR PARTY STARTING OUT WITH ABOUT BEST OPINION POLL 
POSITION IT HAS ENJOYED IN RECENT PAST. 

BRAND 
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